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The Orphan of Ellis Island 
Elvira Woodruff 

1. At the beginning of the Ellis Island tour, what is Dominic thinking about instead of listening to 
the ranger? 
His feet!  Dominic’s sneakers are old and too small.  He can’t tie the laces anymore.  When no 
one is looking, he slips his feet out and moves his cramped toes. 

2. What is the most important thing Dominic owns? 
A gold key hanging on a chain.  It has the initials SC carved into it.  He thinks the key belongs to 
his father Sal Cantori. 

3. When Dominic moved to a new house, he would play a game to help him get over being afraid.  
What did he do? 
Twist his gold key and think about his perfect family (his dream family).  There was a mom and 
dad, food, brothers, and a pet (like a sheep dog or a monkey). 

4. Why does Dominic panic when the ranger asks where each student’s family was from? 
Dominic is an orphan whose parents died when he was a baby.  He doesn’t know anything 
about his family. 

5. What “big dumb lie” does Dominic tell that makes him run away from the group and hide? 
That one of his relative’s names is on the “American Immigrant Wall of Honor” on the third 
floor. 

6. What happens to Dominic when he hides in the janitor’s closet? 
He finds a flashlight and falls asleep.  When he wakes up, it is night time and he trapped alone 
in the museum until morning. 

7. What kind of phones are in the museum and what happens when he picks up the last phone? 
The phones had recordings of immigrants telling their stories.  Dominic picks up the last phone 
and talks into it, saying he is scared and alone.  The flashlight goes out and there is a weird 
noise that scares him more.  Finally, the recorded voice talks to him, saying, “Yes, little one, I’m 
listening.” 

8. What happens this time when Dominic falls asleep? 
He wakes up in 1908 in the Italian village that the old man on the phone was from.  He meets 
Francesco and his brothers when they were boys. 

9. What was Dominic missing when he arrived in Italy? 
His lucky key 

10. What do the three boys think happened to Dominic when they first meet him? 
Salvatore thinks he has the evil eye on him and puts 13 stones in his pockets to ward it off.  
Francesco thinks he was in the earthquake in southern Italy.  Dominic thinks it was a dream. 

11. Who is Violetta? 
Francesco’s pet goat that gives them milk and eats everything? 

12. What do the boys have to eat? 
They have goat’s milk, canaries that they catch, and fruit that they steal. 
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13. After they eat the cheese Nina gives them, what happens in the orchard? 
They steal cherries and eat them.  Salvatore eats the pits too.  The padrone’s son Sausage 
catches them and calls Tibero Randizzi, the giant.  He catches Antonio but Dominic saves him 
and gets the whipping himself. 

14. How did the boys get the Giant Randizzi to stop hitting Dominic? 
Salvatore threw a clod of manure at him and the Giant fell to the ground. 

15. When they get to Father Tomaso, what does he tell them? 
Randizzi is dead and people think Salvatore did it.  He got three boys passage to America and 
they should go on the boat right away.  Two families were willing to take the boys but they 
would have to split up.  Two boys will go to New Jersey and one would go to New York. 

16. What did Dominic use to try to prove to the Italian boys that he was from the future? 
The Indian head nickel that he carried in his pocket.  It was dated 1936. 

17. What does Salvatore want to be when he grows up? 
He wants to be a cowboy, but he is afraid of horses. 

18. What American song did Dominic teach the boys? 
Home on the Range 

19. What happens on the way to the boat? 
Salvatore gets sick and dies.  The boys’ shoes are stolen.  Violetta has to stay behind but 
Dominic goes on the boat with them in Salvatore’s place. 

20. What does Dominic find out belonged to Salvatore? 
The gold key with SC carved into it. 

21. What happens on the way to America? 
The boys ride in steerage (below decks) and the journey is smelly and really hard. 

22. What did Francesco give to Dominic to wear as they arrived in America? 
Salvatore’s shirt and the key on the chain. 

23. What happens at Ellis Island that lets Dominic know who he is? 
The boys’ last name is changed to “Cantori” because that is what is written on the tickets.  
Francesco says he will give the key to his son who he will name Salvatore.  This is Dominic’s dad. 

24. What does Francesco do with the pin Antonio finds at Ellis Island? 
Scratches a picture into a plaster column of a goat with wings, so Violetta could fly to America. 

25. What happens the third time Dominic falls asleep? 
A security guard at the museum wakes him up.  To make sure it wasn’t a dream, he goes 
upstairs and finds the picture of the goat in an exhibit of immigrant graffiti. 

26. What happens to Dominic at the end? 
Dominic’s case worker Dave Santos finds him a real family with brothers and pets.  The new 
father is a veterinarian. 

27. Ellis Island was known as the Island of Hope.  What other nickname did it have? 
Island of Tears 


